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Agenda

In this session we are going to look at:

• AO1 vs AO2

• What is an essay?

• Integrating context

• Revision/advanced ideas
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GCSE English Literature: Spring Network 2026



AO1 vs AO2
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AO1 versus 
AO2
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AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts

Students should be able to: 
• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal 

response
• use textual references, including quotations, to support 

and illustrate interpretations

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to 
create meanings and effects, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate

Analysis of words/phrases

Analysis of techniques

Analysis of form [showing an awareness 
of performance element, or 
considering poetic form]

Analysis of structure

Interpretation of 
themes/characters/settings/events

Using evidence to support points

Critical style 



Analysis vs interpretation

Analysis

• Analysis focuses on what is there and how it 
works.
You break something down into parts and 
examine evidence in a careful, objective way.

• Looks at structure, language, techniques, 
context, or facts.

• Answers questions like: How is this written? What 
devices are used? Stays close to the text or 
evidence.

Example:
Analysing Romeo and Juliet might involve examining 
Shakespeare’s use of language to create images of 
violence, or his use of structure to show character 
importance/dominance.

Interpretation

• Interpretation focuses on what it means.
You explain the significance of what the author 
has created, often offering a viewpoint that can 
be debated.

• Explores themes, messages, or ideas.

• Answers questions like: What is Shakespeare 
saying? Why does this matter?

• Can vary between readers, as long as it’s 
supported by evidence.

Example:
Interpreting Romeo and Juliet might argue that the 
play criticises reckless youth, condemns social 
hatred, or shows love as both beautiful and 
destructive.

Analysis = how it works
Interpretation = what it meansCopyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 5



Textual references and quotations

• For all the questions in GCSE English Literature, students are required to use textual references to 
support the points they are making about the text.

• As both papers are closed book examinations, students will not have the texts with them.

• Where there is an extract, or the poem is provided, students will be expected to use short, relevant 
quotations from the text.

• For questions where the text is not provided, students will be rewarded for either relevant textual 
references, paraphrasing or short quotations from the text.  

• Some students do remember short quotations BUT it is not an expectation. 
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When should a 
reference be a 
quotation?

Quotation needed Paraphrase as reference

Analysing language 
[words/phrases]

Analysing form, structure

Interpreting 
ideas/themes/settings

AO1 – Shakespeare/19th C part b, 
post 1914.

How long should a quotation be?

No set length, but ask yourself – is more than four 
words really needed?
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AO1 – what is an essay?

An essay is a focused piece of writing that explores, explains, or argues a specific topic, 
presenting the author's perspective supported by evidence, typically structured with an 
introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion.

The term comes from the French "essayer" (to try or attempt), reflecting its goal to test or 
explore an idea.  In this sense it fits perfectly with the definition of interpretation – 
explaining ‘the significance of what the author has created, often offering a viewpoint that 
can be debated’.
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Thesis 
statements
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Romantic love is a central and important 
theme in Romeo and Juliet because:

• it’s a catalyst for the play’s main events
• it both counteracts and emphasises the 

tragedy of the deaths/revenge plot
• it adds tension/suspense due to the family 

feud.



Thesis 
statements

Explain the importance of 
wealth

Explain the significance 
of romantic love

Explain the importance of 
family relationships

Explore the importance of 
regret

Explore the significance 
of loyalty

Explain how happiness is 
important
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Thesis 
statements 
[author’s 
perspective]

Explain the importance of 
wealth

Wealth is a central theme in AIC because 
Priestley uses it to highlight the inequality 
between the social classes.  

Explain the significance of 
romantic love

Explain the importance of 
family relationships
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Thesis statement
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Planning

Thesis

Idea
Evidence

Evidence

Idea
Evidence

Evidence

Idea
Evidence

Evidence
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Planning

Romantic love 
as catalyst

Love as 
dangerous

Evidence

Evidence

Catalyst

Evidence

Evidence

Tragedy – but 
hope

Evidence

Evidence
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Topic sentences, supported by evidence

Romantic love is the main catalyst for the play’s tragic events as 
Romeo and Juliet fall in love and marry despite being from two 
warring families.  Shakespeare may have been warning.....

Romantic love is presented as dangerous, and this danger can be 
seen from the moment that they meet.  For instance, Romeo is at the 
ball without invitation, and his presence tempts Tybalt to violence.  
Tybalt’s aggressive reaction to Romeo heightens the tension of the 
lover’s first meeting, tinging their romantic exchanges with a sense of 
foreboding.  The audience’s awareness of Capulet’s match-making 
plans for Juliet adds to the tension...

Thesis 
statement

Topic sentence

Evidence
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Context – questions to consider

Is there a relevant contextual point flowing out of my interpretation?

OR:

• am I just adding historical or biographical details?
• James I wrote a book about witches...
• Jane Weir is a textual designer, so she uses textual imagery such as ‘...’

• am I just rehashing stereotypes?
• Lady Macbeth’s strong personality goes against the way women were expected 

to behave in Elizabethan times.  

• am I just mentioning that modern audiences would feel differently?
• Modern audiences would be shocked at Capulet’s violent anger towards his 

daughter...
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Shakespeare may be:
upholding
reflecting
challenging
subverting
insinuating
illuminating
warning
revealing the importance of
celebrating
teaching

This causes her father to threaten to 
disown her as it was commonplace at the 
time for women to have arranged 
marriages to further the status of the 
family.   When Lord Capulet disowns 
Juliet, the dangers of romantic love are 
even more apparent, as Juliet is 
effectively left alone.  Shakespeare may 
be ______ his audience...

Meaningful context & development
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Tragedy: The chorus at 
the beginning, the idea of 
fate and the internal 
conflict of the characters 
are all features of a 
traditional tragedy. 

Italy: The play is set in 
Verona, in Italy.  At the time, 
Italy was seen as a country 
which had a lot of warring 
states and families 

Family honour: The 
reputation of a family was 
everything and it was not 
unknown for men to duel 
each other if their family 
name was ‘dishonoured’. 

Courtly love: At the time, 
poetry and art had a very 
‘set’ idea about love and 
how to express it. 

Role of women and marriage: A lot of young women 
were used by their families to help strengthen ties with 
another family.  Women were the property of their 
father, then became the property of their husband 
when they married.  They also married young.

Context
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Interesting contextual questions

• Why are we not told the Birling’s Christian names?

• How does Goole’s otherworldly nature serve Priestley's didactic aim for collective responsibility?

• To what extent does the play argue that individual conscience is enough to ensure a just society, 
and when is a collective, societal duty required?

• Eva Smith is a character never seen, but everyone is judged by their interaction with her. What does 
this structural choice imply about the real, anonymous victims of social injustice in the audience's 
world?

• Why does Priestley choose a celebratory engagement dinner as the moment to introduce the 
disruption of the Inspector?

• Why does the play take place across just one evening?
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‘How to’ powerpoints
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Revision/advanced ideas
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Choosing the right poem

Compare how poets present power in Cousin Kate and one other poem.

Compare how poets present the power of memories in War Photographer and one other 
poem.

 

Compare how poets present the importance of place in The Prelude and one other poem. 

Compare how poets present identity in Half-caste and one other poem.

Compare how poets present the power of nature in Hurricane Hits England and one other 
poem. 
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Make links

The Émigrée

My Mother’s Kitchen

Jamaican British

Kumukanda

In Wales, Wanting to be Italian

Us

We Refugees

Peckham Rye Lane

Island Man

I Remember, I Remember

Clear and Gentle Stream

Mild Mist upon the Hill

The Sunday Dip

Captain Cook [To My Brother]

To My Sister

To My Sister – William Wordsworth
Captain Cook (To My Brother) – Letitia Elizabeth 
Landon
The Sunday Dip – John Clare
Mild the Mist Upon the Hill – Emily Brontë
Clear and Gentle Stream – Robert Bridges
I Remember, I Remember – Thomas Hood
Island Man – Grace Nichols
Peckham Rye Lane – Amy (A. K.) Blakemore
We Refugees – Benjamin Zephaniah
Us – Zaffar Kunial
In Wales, Wanting to be Italian – Imtiaz Dharker
Kumukanda – Kayo Chingonyi
Jamaican British – Raymond Antrobus
My Mother’s Kitchen – Choman Hardi
The Émigrée – Carol Rumens
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Quick fire 
choosing

Power – My Last Duchess

Memories – To My Sister

Childhood – In Wales, Wanting to be Italian

Violence – The Destruction of Sennacherib

Duty – The Charge of the Light Brigade

Home – Presents from My Aunts in Pakistan
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Write like a 
literary critic
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Write like a 
literary critic
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Starter revision

Birling Goole

Mrs Birling Joe Meggarty

Sheila Daisy

Eric Eva

Gerald Gerald

Eva Eric

Daisy Sheila

Joe Meggarty Mrs Birling

Goole Birling
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Let’s get networking!​

Helping you to share resources ​
and support each other.​

Put your email address in the group chat and we ​
will send out an email with them all so you can 

continue to support each other.
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Summary and support



Summary In this session we looked at the following :

• AO1 vs AO2

• What is an essay?

• Integrating context

• Revision/advanced ideas
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Subject Advisor Support
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here to 
support you throughout the year.

teachingenglish@pearson.com​

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor​

Sign up

Facebook page

GCSE English

A Level English

Email:        teachingenglish@pearson.com

Phone:     +44 (0) 344 463 2535 (Mon–Fri, 9:00–17:00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor on 
qualification news and support for your subject.

Follow our Facebook page and join our Pearson Edexcel teacher groups 
for private, professional discussions managed by your Subject Advisor.

• GCSE English

• A Level English

English 
Clare Haviland

mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com​
https://outlook.office365.com/book/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelgcseenglish
https://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcelalevelenglish


We are seeking your valuable input on GCSE English. Please complete the surveys and share your insights. 

Have your say
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Help shape the future of English
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Let’s Talk English

Sign up

Let’s Talk English is all about reimagining what English 
means for today’s learners.  

Throughout 2025, we’ve brought together thousands of 
voices from across education to explore bold questions 
about the future of English.

This autumn, we will be sharing:

• reports with the key findings from each of these 
conversations 

• more opportunities to have your say and help shape the 
future of English.  

            Sign up to join the conversation and stay-up-to-date. 

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/lets-talk-english.html
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/subject-resources/literacy-and-english/lets-talk-english/sign-up.html


Slide title to be 
added here
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Access To Scripts
An online service that allows you to view and download your 
candidates' marked scripts. This tool offers transparency 
and insight into the marking process.

ResultsPlus
An online results analysis tool that provides a detailed 
breakdown of students' performance in our exams, helping you 
identify areas for improvement and track progress effectively. 

examWizard
An online resource bank of past paper questions and 
support materials, enabling you to create customised 
mock exams and tests tailored to your students' needs.

Mocks Service
We offer a paid service for 
mocks, including paper-
based and onscreen 
assessments. Marked by 
examiners, results are 
uploaded to ResultsPlus for 
detailed analysis to aid 
student progression and 
teacher training. Note that 
this service is not available 
for all subjects; please 
check availability for your 
specific subject.

The following services are included as part of your qualification fees:
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Qualification services

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.122087426.800821013.1736763805-1957298031.1733243894#our-mocks-service


Slide title to be 
added here
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Accessible Shakespeare 
Help all your students to connect and engage with Shakespeare with the 
most accessible and best value editions available.

We’re delighted to offer a 50% discount on all orders of Accessible 
Shakespeare until the end of December 2025. 

Use code ACCSHAKE50 at the checkout.

Rapid Plus
Approved and recommended by Catch Up Literacy and developed 
alongside SEN experts, Rapid Plus was carefully designed to help SEND, 
EAL and struggling readers to reach their full potential.  

Sign up to browse through our free samples and trial our digital resources 
with your students.
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Other teaching and learning resources

Pearson Edexcel’s paid-for resources, as well as resources endorsed by Pearson Edexcel, are not a pre-requisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel’s 
specifications. Paid-for resources may also be available from other publishers.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-literature/accessible-shakespeare
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1#overview
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/rapid-plus-1?utm_source=sprint&utm_medium=email-affiliate&utm_campaign=GBSEEN0518RPLUS#free-samples


Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved. 36

Find out more​
For more professional development courses 
please see Pearson’s Professional 
Development Academy ​.

You can also download a copy of Pearson 
Edexcel’s A Guide to Professional 
Development Training from the PD Academy 
website.

Following this event, you will receive a survey to 
share your thoughts about the session. Please 
let us know what you’d like to see more of and 
what areas could be improved.​

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/campaigns/gq-assessment-support/pearson-professional-development-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/campaigns/gq-assessment-support/pearson-professional-development-guide.pdf


Thank you.
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